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COLNE VALLEY PARK

Community Interest Company

Response to HS2 Environmental Statement
February 2014

The Colne Valley Park Community Interest Company (whose membership includes 50 organisations representing 10’s of thousands of people) works towards implementing the following 6 objectives within the Colne Valle Regional Park::

· Landscape

· Countryside

· Biodiversity

· Recreation

· Rural economy (eg farming)

· Community participation
Our response  to the Environmental Statement is based on the impacts of the route on these 6 objectives.
The Colne Valley Park CIC remains opposed to the principle and route of HS2.  High Speed 2 will have a negative impact on the ability of the Park to implement all 6 of the Park’s objectives.
The Colne Valley Regional Park includes parts of three Community Forum Areas:

· South Ruislip to Ickenham, 
· Colne Valley 
· Chalfonts & Amersham. 
The later area is in the Chilterns tunnel and is not the focus of our response as the impacts here are minimal compared to those in the first two areas.
The route through the Colne Valley Regional Park will suffer from the impacts during construction of

· 5 main construction compounds 

· 7 satellite construction compounds 

· 2 worker accommodation sites

· 16 materials stockpiles (including the massive stockpile adjacent to the Chilterns tunnel)
· 4 public rights of way stopped up, 4 public rights of way diverted

and the permanent impacts of:

· The Chiltern’s tunnel portal and buildings

· The Northolt …. (see report to the east)

· The viaduct, huge embankments and cuttings
· 5 electricity stations and diverted power lines,

· 6 diverted public rights of way with additional length and less attractive for users

· 3 ‘sustainable placement sites’

· The loss of land quality and functionality connected to the huge construction impacts and associated balancing ponds and new watercourses
This area between Ickenham, Harefield, Den ham and Maple Cross through which the route runs contains some of the most attractive landscapes in the entire 43 sq. miles of the Colne Valley Park – this area will be completely unusable for informal countryside recreation during construction and will be considerably less attractive post construction. There are millions of day visits to the Colne Valley Park each year. HS2’s impacts on the Colne Valley Park will  result in:

· Physical impacts (eg noise, visual intrusion, ecological, recreational, amenity, productive farmland, further reduction in tranquillity)

· Social impacts (eg 'construction worker population')  
· reputational damage ie. a perception that with construction activity extending for at least 10 years and further permanent fragmentation of the landscape it’s not worth visiting the Park as a whole
Given the severity of the impacts on the Colne Valley and on our ability to deliver the 6 objectives of the Park the CIC would prefer that the route proposed be in tunnel in this location. However we understand that it is not possible to link up the existing tunnels either side of the Regional Park that attempt to minimise construction impacts on the Chilterns AONB and urban west London. What is therefore a better outcome for the Chilterns AONB and west London, will place more environmental and social pressure on the landscape and communities that are located between these two fixed points. 
As a consequence, the Colne Valley Park CIC has an expectation that there should be a specific package of compensation and mitigation commensurate with the scale and nature of these impacts. ‘compensation for loss of amenity’ where the proposals of HS2 have failed to address the issues caused by HS2 – quote HS2’s own  policy from page 5 of the non-technical summary.
The board of the Colne Valley Park CIC would also like to register disappointment with the non-responsiveness of the HS2 Consultation process. Many of the comments made in response to the draft Environmental Statement appear to have been ignored. 
Comments on Community Forum Area Report 7, Colne Valley
2 OVERVIEW

2.2.4 Of the list of changes – the mitigation contained here is barely enough to compensate for the additional damage done by these changes and makes no significant contribution towards mitigation for the huge impact of HS2 on the Colne Valley Park
2.2.7 Bullet point 4: Planting of new woodland will not provide sufficient ecological compensation for the loss of woodland and will provide no compensation for the loss of wetland vegetation. The Colne Valley Park CIC would also like to see HS2 contributing towards management of existing ancient woodland near the route (eg Northmoor Hill Wood) and wetland near the route (eg Broadwater lake)

Bullet point 5 (and section 2.6.23) :  HS2 are not being clear to local residents here about the scale of the impact of the viaduct.  Will the height above the valley floor be 11m to 15m including the 3m parapet noise fence barrier or will the total height be 14-18m?
There are lots of references here to planting & bunds  to screen views. This is essential but this in itself will only solve some of the issues created by HS2 – that of noise and visual intrusion. It will not solve the issue of views being cut and the sense of space and unity of the landscape being cut – in fact the bunds and planting will make this worse, further eroding the perception of the Colne Valley as a coherent landscape.

2.3.31 The temporary stoppage of paths and lengthy diversions (if any diversion at all) will have a massive negative impact on the ability of people to use the network of footpaths and bridleways in the Park. Some of these paths that are being stopped up act as key links within the rights of way network and connect up many publicly accessible green spaces.

Bullet point 1: The Colne Valley Park CIC is disappointed that the suggestion to  shorten the length of the permanent diversion of Bridleway Den/3 made in response to the draft Environmental Statement has been ignored. The diversion should head directly SE from the junction with the A412 directly to the new crossing point of HS2.
Bullet point 2/3: Stopping up Bridleway CSP/44 (check) from Juniper Wood to the M25 along with the impacts on the (currently) attractive and far reaching views will have a massive impact on one of the most attractive routes in the Colne Valley Park (the Old Shire Lane circular walk)

Bullet point 4: temporary closure of Bridleway Rickmansworth 04 will cut off through routes across the valley. The proposed permanent diversion is too long and should be altered as described in the Colne Valley Park CIC’s response to the Draft ES “The permanent diversion should be shortened by moving Tilehouse Lane road bridge further west and increasing the angle of the new southern link to the bridge by cutting directly across from the existing junction with the Shire Lane.”  In addition, the southern diversion could be shortened and made more attractive (moved further away from the noise of HS2) by following a route closer to the Denham Park Farm Quarry Access Road.
A 200 -500m diversion for users of a footpath will add significantly to the journey time at the least attractive part of the footpath (because of HS2). Design should seek to minimise the permanent diversion length.

2.6.26 – 2.6.31: The Colne Valley Park CIC would prefer that, if the route is to be built through the regional park, it is tunneled under the Park.  If this tunnel is not possible then significant mitigation over and above that currently proposed by HS2 must be implemented to address and compensate for the huge impact on local communities, local landscapes and the role they serve as the first taste of countryside to the west of London. 
2.6.41: Option A: The route described here makes no reference to the fact that this diversion would run across Denham Country Park Local Nature Reserve and Frays Valley local Nature Reserve.
2.6.43 The ‘benefit from the removal of the overhead powerlines that cross the HOAC lake’ is not a benefit at all as it simply re-locates powerlines to elsewhere in the Colne Valley Park landscape and increases the total length of powerlines within the Park.

2.6.59: The Colne Valley Park appreciates that construction of the two slip roads will help reduce the increased traffic anticipated on local roads but wishes to point out the construction of these roads will result in loss of farmland in conflict with the Colne Valley Park’s objectives.

3 AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND SOILS

3.2.3: The assumption that agricultural land will be restored to pre-existing quality and will  be handed back to the original owner does not take into account the impact the scheme will have on the future ability for the land to be farmed. Negative factors that do not appear to have been considered include:
· The lack of continuity of farming activity

· farmland is rarely as good once ‘restored’ 

· the fields will be much smaller and divided by railway, access roads, balancing ponds, cuttings & embankments, new watercourses and therefore less practical and less economically viable for farming
These factors are more significant in the urban fringe of the Colne Valley because there are many more pressures on land (because of its proximity to London) than in more rural areas. 
3.4.6 The impact on farming is far greater than just the loss of “inaccessible severed land”. Other smaller divided areas of land will be impacted upon for the reasons outlined in our response to point 3.2.3 (above). Environmental mitigation works should take place over a much wider area and the impact on the permanent loss of farming should be properly addressed.
3.4.9 Much of the 121.5ha that will be “available for agricultural use” will be very unlikely to be actually used for agricultural purposes for the reasons outlined above.

3.3.28 and table 9: This ignores the issue of lack of continuity of farming during construction and downplays the other impacts. The impact on the farm holdings of severance and subdivision of field will be much greater than is indicated in table 9.

3.4.29 Regardless of compensation to individual holdings (which is welcomed and supported by the CIC) there will be a net loss in the amount of farmland in the Colne Valley Park. The impact will be felt throughout the wider Colne valley: not just close to the new route. In agricultural terms this could mean the loss of more land for aggregates for construction and other cumulative effects further weakening the farming infrastructure on the edge of London.
3.5.1. The Colne Valley Park CIC has serious concerns about the future of the permanent and temporary land take and land adjacent to the route relating to its ability to deliver the 6 objectives of the Colne Valley Park during construction and after completion. Significant measures are required to mitigate for the construction and operational effects on agriculture in this part of the Colne Valley Park.
To minimise the effects on local communities and ensure that a high quality landscape remains adjacent to HS2 on the edge of London, we suggest:

a) Following construction, fields in the ‘temporary land take’ (particularly those between the M25 and A412) are placed under a covenant to ensure they remain as green space able to deliver one or more of the Colne Valley Parks objectives. This is to stop the land becoming unused, unmanaged and gradually deteriorating or being developed in the medium/long term in direct contradiction of Local Authority plans and the Colne Valley Park objectives. 

b) All embankments and cuttings (non engineering) that will be unable to be farmed are used to create chalk grassland using spoil from the tunnel. An endowment is allocated for future management and maintenance in line with the Colne Valley Park’s biodiversity and landscape objectives.

c) A package of support is provided to remaining farm holdings adjacent to the route to improve the viability and long term future of farmland to directly mitigate for the huge loss of farmland. This could be achieved through investment in the Colne Valley Rural Development Forum to provide support to the remaining farms in the Colne Valley as direct mitigation for loss of productive farmland on the edge of London.
5 COMMUNITY

5.1.2 

bullet point 2. This should read “loss of land within the Colne Valley Regional Park and reputational damage to the concept of the Regional Park as a coherent entity”
bullet point 3. This should also make reference to the Grand Union canal circular walk, Chalfont Park circular walk and the Denham circular walk (depending on the impact of operations of re-routing of the powerlines). The line will cause a multitude of direct impacts: but there are equally numerous indirect ones.

As a result of the development you could, for example, see a displacement of countryside users to the remaining facilities e.g. country parks, footpaths and bridleways: these will need resourcing to cope with the extra impacts.
5.4.2: The maintenance of Public Rights of Way around the perimeter of construction compounds  etc fails to address the impact of attractiveness of the routes directly affected by HS2 (eg Old Shire Lane circular walk) and those routes viewing the construction sites (eg Mount Pleasant circular walk). 
5.4.5-10, 5.4.12-14, 5.4.36-37: Hillingdon Outdoor Activity Centre cannot operate while HS2 is being constructed and after construction the environment will be so degraded that HOAC’s operation would not be viable. HOAC needs to be re-located before construction starts to another lake in the Colne Valley Park easily accessible to Hillingdon residents – at HS2’s expense. HS2 needs to fund a feasibility study and cost analysis now (while HOAC is still viable) to access potential sites in the Colne Valley Park against set criteria from HOAC, the London Borough of Hillingdon and the Colne Valley Park CIC.
5.4.15-5.4.16: The impact on Denham Water Ski club will be huge as in the unlikely event they are able to operate during the construction phase, who would want to spend their precious leisure time on a building site with the associated safety barriers, vehicle movements, noise and dust etc?
Even if they were to survive the impact of the construction phase, the site would never be the same again with the loss of trees removing the barrier to the North Orbital Road, exposing users to traffic noise and wind. This of course is aside from the noise of the trains and potential vibration due to the viaduct’s close proximity to the Clubhouse, not to mention the visual aspect. 

HS2 would change the current woodland character of the site forever, as well as having a major financial effect on the club, both short and long term through the loss of goodwill during the construction phase. 

Given the above it seems that should the project proceed it is doubtful that the Club will survive, and most certainly not in its present form.

5.4.18: The Colne Valley Park CIC finds the statement that “….there will not be a significant impact on the Colne Valley Regional Park” unbelievable! In fact the impact on the regional park will be huge – footpaths, views, biodiversity, recreation (Denham Water Ski, HOAC, angling sites etc), noise, traffic, landscape change etc….. not to mention the reputational damage to the Park. Land within the park will be required for a lot more than “two and a half years” during construction and there will be a huge amount of land permanently taken, the ability of this land and adjacent land, to deliver the 6 objectives of the Regional Park will be permanently lost. To describe this as “not significant” defies belief!
5.4.20: A 1.2km addition to the length of the Old Shire Lane circular walk is a huge impact. Larger still will be the closure for 5 and half years of another section.  The impact on the amenity of the route due to construction activity will be immense.

There are many significant temporary and permanent effects on the Colne Valley Park (as outlined above).  In addition, the cumulative effect on the ability of the Park to function as the first taste of countryside to the west of London and the permanent reputational damage will be significant. 

These temporary, permanent and cumulative effects must be addressed through significant mitigation, including but not limited to:
· HOAC needs to be re-located before construction starts to another lake in the Colne Valley Park easily accessible to Hillingdon residents – at HS2’s expense. HS2 needs to fund a feasibility study and cost analysis now (while HOAC is still viable) to access potential sites in the Colne Valley Park against set criteria from HOAC, the London Borough of Hillingdon and the Colne Valley Park CIC.
· Once HOAC is re-located a sustainable future for the HOAC lake in line with the Colne Valley Park objectives must be provided by HS2 along with an endowment to manage and maintain into the future. The same principle applies to any other land and waterbodies where existing uses may cease because of HS2. HS2 must recognise and address the unique impacts of the route in the rural urban fringe that is different to the impacts in more rural areas. 
· The impact on other recreation facilities such as Denham Water Ski Club and angling clubs must be addressed, both in terms of direct mitigation to the clubs themselves but also the impact to the Colne Valley Park of further loss of recreational facilities.
· Routes and sites in this part of the Regional Park including Colne Valley Trail and the Old Shire Lane circular walk will be un-usable during construction and much less attractive post construction. The cumulative impact on all routes across the valley and views and the wildlife sites and public spaces in the valley from Maple Cross/Harefield in the north to Denham/Ickenham in the south is massive. HS2 must invest in alternatives routes (not just diversions) and viewpoints to retain access to countryside on the edge of London for local residents and visitors from adjacent urban areas.
· The reputational damage to the Colne Valley Park must be addressed through enhancing the visitor experience in the northern section of the Park to offset the negative impacts and reputational damage 

· The impact can be partially mitigated for by building the capacity of the Colne Valley Park to adapt to change. This has the ability to underpin various aspects of the CIC’s own sustainability as ‘custodian’ of the Colne Valley Park, as well as limiting the negative impacts of HS2 construction and offering benefits for the local economy and employment.
There must be a financial mitigation package for the direct and indirect impacts on the Colne Valley Regional Park, its landscapes, wildlife and communities
6 CULTURAL HERITAGE
6.4.2: Screening to partially hide High Speed 2 from some viewpoints is essential. However the impact this has on the landscape needs to be considered and addressed. High Speed two will divide the landscape, destroy far reaching views and damage the appearance and reputation of the Colne Valley Regional Park as a coherent landscape entity.

Other comments to make:

Adequate mitigation and compensation should be allocated for the impacts on Frays Valley LNR  and Denham Country Park LNR of the proposed powerline diversion route.
Ecology section:
It will take tens or hundreds of years for the planting to mature. Planting a few trees and translocating Coralroot etc onto private land to connect up two ancient woodlands is nowhere near enough adequate mitigation to reflect the impacts on the Colne Valley Regional Park.  The Colne Valley Park CIC acknowledges that it is good practice to create woodland adjacent to existing woodland and to connect existing patches, rather than to create new small isolated woodlands. However, this proposal takes potentially productive agricultural land permanently out of action in contradiction of Colne Valley Park objective 5. 
More detail is required on how woodland creation is to be undertaken and how ongoing management is going to be undertaken and funded. 
Mitigation should be implemented through HS2 allocating an endowment to ensure effective management of remaining ancient woodland much closer to the route that the proposed new woodland areas (eg Northmoor Hill Wood and Wyatts Covert). 

There is little mention of the large area of farmland habitat that will be removed. Including breeding territories for the Red Listed Species of Skylark and Lapwing.  This area is an important migration route for a number species during autumn and spring including large flocks of Skylarks, Meadow Pipits, Yellowhammers and Linnets as well as Stonechats, Wheatears and Whinchat. Removal of such a large area during these seasons could have a detrimental effect on many bird species across the country.  In winter these fields are also used by wintering flocks of Stock Dove, Golden Plover, and Lapwings, who also use it for overnight roosting.  The hedgerow is also an important site for breeding Yellowhammers.  This loss needs to be addressed through mitigation.
Section 11, Sound, Noise and vibration; Section 12, Traffic and transport; have potential to be a severe nuisance well away from the construction sites as plant and machinery is moved into position. High Speed should take steps to minimise these effects. The nuisance effects of these movements, especially if overnight, should be anticipated and advertised well in advance on HS2 website as well as by link from local authority websites. (at HS2 expense). 
Map book CFA 7

It is very difficult for local people to make informed comments when basic mistakes have been made by HS2, these give a misleading impression of the impact of the viaduct and construction sites:

LV -01-031, LV-01-184, LV-01-277 are labeled as “view southwest from the Old Orchard pub”. In fact the photos are taken from the footpath further down the valley side.  The visualisation from this point is likely to depict a lesser impact of HS2 on the landscape than would have been presented if the photo had been taken from the area in the title higher up the valley at the Orchard pub car park or beer garden. 

LV-15-002 – The De Vere hotel is mapped in the wrong place.
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